
 

 

Course of Study 522:  Theology for the 21st Century Church 
Professor Marjorie Suchocki 

Syllabus for February through July 6, 2019 
 

The purpose of the course is to explore 20th century theology and question its effects on 
contemporary United Methodist churches (specifically the church at which you currently serve).  
Because John Wesley is foundational for all theologies in the Methodist tradition, we begin with 
his A Plain Account of Christian Perfection, and then consider four major trends of the 
twentieth century.   
 

Reading Assignments:  February - May 
 Because five days is not enough adequately to consider the theologies, please consider 
the class to begin officially in February when you begin reading the class textbooks.  You can 
download them on your IPads, or buy them from Amazon.  Your February assignment is to 
read John Wesley’s A Plain Account of Christian Perfection.  In March, please read Walter 
Rauschenbusch’s A Theology for the Social Gospel.    In many ways, this book is foundational 
for the liberation theologies that rise in the last half of the century.  The major early to mid-
century theologians are Karl Barth, the Niebuhr brothers, and Paul Tillich.  In March, read Paul 
Tillich’s Dynamics of Faith.   Because you should also read a representative of Evangelical 
theology, your April reading is John Stott’s Basic Christianity.  In addition to the feminist, Black, 
and Latino/a liberation theologies, major late twentieth century theologians are Jurgen 
Moltmann, Wolfhart Pannenberg, and the school of process theologians.  Since I know my own 
work best and it turns out that I am easier to read, I’m assigning my In God’s Presence for your 
May reading as we think about process theology.      
 As soon as I receive the class list, I will begin an email round-robin by writing to all of 
you.  I want you to use this round robin to communicate with each other each month about 
what you have read.  What appealed to you?  What did you or didn’t you like?  Can you 
imagine a local congregation living out the implications of the theologian-of-the-month’s 
theology?  What difference would an active appreciation of each theology make in your 
congregation?   Share your thoughts on the reading with me and each other through these 
round-robin emails.   
 Use the month of June to review notes from your reading, and prepare for class in July. 
 
      Class:  July 1-6  
July 1: 
    Session 1:  Theological “Ingredients”:  Scripture, Tradition, Reason, Experience 
    Session 2:  A Plain Account of Christian Perfection 
    Session 3:  Implications for the 21st century church 
 
July 2: 
    Session 1:  Brief History of Twentieth Century Theology 
    Session 2:  A Theology for the Social Gospel 
    Session 3:  Implications for the 21st century church 
 
July 3: 
    Session 1:  Thumbnail sketches of Karl Barth and Reinhold Niebuhr. 
    Session 2:  The Dynamics of Faith 
    Session 3:  Implications for the 21st century church 
 



 

 

July 4: 
    Session 1:  Thumbnail sketches of liberation theologians. 
    Session 2:  Basic Christianity 
    Session 3:  Implications for the 21st century church 
July 5: 
    Session 1;  Thumbnail sketch of Moltmann and Pannenberg. 
    Session 2:  Process theology:  In God’s Presence 
    Session 3:  Your theology 
 
July 6:  Graduation Ceremony! 
 
 

Post-Class Assignment 
 

An important outcome for this class is that you think theologically about your own theology and 
how it affects your ministry in the church you currently serve.  If you are in the midst of a move, 
think of how you hope your theology will shape your entrance and continuance in your new 
church.  A simple method for thinking out your own theology is to answer these questions: 
  What is the basic problem of our existence and why do you think this?  This is central to your 
theology of sin.  What do you think God does about this, and why do you think this?  This 
leads to your theology of salvation.  What are the personal and social consequences of your 
understanding of salvation?  This pushes you into a theology of sanctification (Wesley’s 
“Christian Perfection”) and ecclesiology (doctrine of the church).   
   You want to know how long the paper is, right?  Well, the basic answer is “not long enough.”  
These are simple questions, requiring enormous answers. I don’t know how you can do it in 
less than 10 pages (ok, double-spaced).  But if you keep these questions in mind not just at the 
end of the course, but from now on, it will help you when you actually set about writing a 
coherent theology between July 8-August 15.   Contact each other as you struggle with the 
writing, and me too if you need help along the way.  My email address is 
mhsuchocki@gmail.com.  And send your papers to me via PDF to my email on or about August 
15th.   
  A word about my name (you probably don’t know anyone else named Suchocki).  When my 
brother first wrote me after my marriage, he addressed the letter to Marjorie Sue Hockey-
player.  My husband’s family emigrated from Poland, and in Polish, the first c in the name is 
silent.  Its function is to tell Polish people how to pronounce the “h,” but so far as I know only 
Polish speakers can make the correct “h” sound.  The ending “cki” is a variant of “ski,” so in 
Polish, the ending pronunciation is “ski.”  Pronunciation of the name became anglicized to Su-
hockey, with the emphasis on “hock”—voila, Sue-Hockey (-player!). There.  Anyhow I’m most 
comfortable with you just calling me Marjorie, if that’s ok with you.  You can be more formal if it 
feels better to you. 
 
OK, get to work!  It’s February!  You are each in my prayers.  God bless you. 


